ABSENTEE   GODS
out the curious fact that these High nature-gods maintain no permanently prominent place in religions. They reign, but they do not govern. " Savage theology, expressing doubtless the experience of primitive man as to the distribution of good and evil in the world, teaches that the good gods abide in their own place and take no heed of mankind, while the malevolent deities are in a constant state of jealous and mischievous activity. Hence the former drop out of notice, fall into the background, while the others survive changes of religion." 28
The Hindu supreme god Parameshwar is responsible for the existence of everybody and everything, but is too exalted to be troubled about everyday affairs. On the other hand, the tutelary godlings should be appealed to for help in worldly concerns, and the demons must be propitiated to prevent things going wrong. In Southern India the natives render nominal allegiance to one or more of the great gods of Brah-manism, but the ordinary villager thinks that these august deities concern themselves but little with his affairs, and his real worship is paid to Mariamman, the dread goddess of smallpox and 8 Risley, Census of India (1901), p. 410. 55